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a, i j . 



r* rp 



MR, OSER 



MR. DYHOKDc 



MR. OSER 



I think we loft off with A qm 
propounded to the Btecthr 



JOHN NICHOLS , M.D 



having been sworn and having testified previously 
resumed the stand for a continuation of the 



DIRECT EX A* II NATION 



Q I will ask the R oporto 



where v;e left off the other dey*; 
(Uh ere upon, the. question was r<Mt 



DtcrniciF 











THE COURT: ... ■ 

I thinJc Mr; Oser v;?s using it plural. 
Originally you used the word 
“stimulus . " ^ 

THE WITNESS; 

answer to that question, i would ««3T ^ 
Governor connally would have re- 
acted, almost exactly 7/5,670 at on© 
second later than 

BY MU* OSER ; 

0 I show you what has been matkeS^'" 

and I ask you if you would describe what, 
is depicted in that photograph, pleas®. 

MR. DYMONB : 

; .. " . ; : • ‘ '• - r " ' x 

The photograph speaks for itself. 

c THE COURT; : ; .-Y-v'-fh-YY - 

r ' ' 

Would you rephrase your question. 



'Yv 
* f-‘ 



BY MR. OSER; 

Q Doctor, would you state for the 

•., ffi^ypments- and raactioijp 

Kennedy as depicted in 

A I cannot toll any body 

■ Y ,Y v ; r. 

single photograph, i woul^liava" 

s.'-. .*■ - . : i 

' : i* to tKc P*.~«ir.g P hoto*^fc 



PlirnilCJf f; PJCKTiTl, hie. . crxr<T KKKaxESS • sum i 




I show you, Doctor, v/hat tha state marked as 



MR. DYMOHD 



Excuse me, Doctor. If tha . court please, 
we object to this testimony on the 
grounds that it i & beyond the scope 
of the expertise of this witness. 



ME, DYMOtfD I 



*o which ruling counsel reserves « tip! 
exception* making the entire text. 
wmr *V wntil this 

■r zw : mt 

ton, the ruling- of the O&eytV 



THE COURT 



T$r WITNESS* 



DIETRICH & PICKETr, hit. . count wkostsss 






wa»CH & Matrix hd 



and sii.ould'j-s have moved to the rear 

in -S-S3-K. ” 



BY MR. OS HR: 



Mow , Doctor-, as an expert, ; and 

those particular 8x10 enlargements and 



35m slides , Frames 200 through 32a, 



excluding those that are missing, 234 
to 244, and having seen the atetpruder film, 
I ash you. Doctor, as an e 
your opinion if a stimulus 
the rear of President Kennecl|‘« haid, 
as to -- correct that, * 
been applied to the rear of ProsiidBmt--- 
Kennedy's head at the time of "S-53-I, * 
what in your opinion as an expert* .W& fel d 

• . • » s *- If: 

•’ - • • vV : )V 

have been President Kennedy 
to. a stimulus applied to tfe* 



If the proposed stimulus applied to 1 

is the same magnitude as the. stimulus 

■ eppaxemtly delivered from the 

X • -■ ■■.*■■■ X: : ||§§ 

his head and body vrould hav 



C IiO S -S- Hxa. ill HilYl 01T 






he v? 6 uld diss 



DrETHlOS 



BY MR. DYMOYD: 



Were you in Dallas, Texas, on November 22, 1963 

No, I was in my research lab, 

you diii# not witness the assassination* is that 
correct? "•■ " • : "" V v;v3V^p 

yfoat, co#r^^*;-; ^ 

Now, what is your usual procedure in conducting 

c at autopsy fwl^e re it appears that the . 

:•• <6*mm6 as a . r«#$at. ,o$„. 

wound? 4 ,,:' ' "'V- - -V-; v K#flPM^ 

• :. ,• . ‘ 3. ■ h^-V'.ri 

In conducting the autopsy I would 'Ntsort' 

••/?.. ,, : ‘VV:; 

X-raying the body completely in 'taw*' plana# 

- ' > . •. 

anterior-poeterior and .lateral .. 
these were developed and after 

&C'£. 

them, during this time of course! 

3 : ' .3 ■ 

be taking those photographs with ,fcl£4k'« '< 

: ■:■;■ ;:*■■ ■ :"> % % 

*<••.."•>/ 7/ . • A - ..'- .{' 

and white camera and with a color:'dtaj|ji«^->. 
and I would be making me*r»uxu»e^ 



l'JCKl“rr, liw. ' ccx»t waoitTsu; * suwifiu** * ’ w* 








So ordinarily it would take 



a month ' 

t° perform an autopsy y ' Is th at; correct? 
Well, . with a gunshot- wound it i ^ 

' ilftnliC':: itiff are no ; 
otherwise, it is reasonable-- it 



done within a month 



How would you go about determining the .point 
of entrance and the point ■ yy 
gun shot woun<* In the 



it- is relatively simpl‘#»v4fe 

; .- x :y:.j 

$uch as a 6,5 tjanlicher , Ch. 



pmmci 



PIC5CRTT*-fiu- 



m ^m;€sdem^^kui. 



SUITE J2Jt 



:V.*«V 





in conducting an autopsy* 
if motion pictures had been taken of the 
subject during the assassination* I would 
study those f * * w - 



small calib 



We are talking about a 6.5 



Every situation is different, and x have to go 
>, ^ .with what we have at 
Ordinarily, now, D©c*o* ;r V£*;'^ 

you would not examine the remaff^af the 
person shot in connection with determining 
the point of entr 



nee and exit? 

Ho, I didn't «ay that, ** 

complete total autopsy. -r v >‘ 

Now, what does this complete *©$«* ^fpti^y 
t^sist of which you -would:" txn&i 

these conditions? • ^ ■ 

, - - - :i -. 

It consists of: first X-*.yin S 1^KjRli«»- 



back, and then' side pi©' 
side, localised TaissJfi^ 






ummK h fe Picxf.j r, i,v. 



IPP 



1 

2 
3 



bat or evidence that you ha-tfe on hand. 

0 Well, tell us some of the procedures which 

you would ordinarily follow i n doing tha^ 








a microscope, tn the cast :** 








Msm- 



THE COURT 



Jfevar mind 



tPt M # . WHOilD 



Doctor, when was th* first t%wM 






i'i 






D^v. vi' - ~’- 






K :> ;' *•-,' •.--/ , , : 

W^ij. 



el in Kans 



A Yes, the zapruder film that i 
**, > compared 

^ ■, . ^ ,. ,;, »*»»a* City, yes. ; ^ 

Q When was the . first time that 'you i — ii^;^(T';1 
v.‘ * ';- ' : . up slides or prints of the' 

A i suppose it was about 11 - 
a; ■'' ”' ^ Perhaps 12:00, i don * t 



Kow> Doctor, 'the ■ opinions which y&§ 

. ; • ,:V ;,;;■ -.. ,->• aft 

... . *-• ' 4 ' . jt' \ ,,> . v 

pressed hero in your testimony 



written any article' 



DIETRICH & FiCfarrr, luof • co^ra ju ? ren.tHi: 











Yes, i have written 



President Kennedy anywhere 



You never have? 



Y©« have po published woxjc 



No published work on the 

1 . Vii 



t 1 ; 



Doctor, do you hold yourself set 



Kennedy , 1 - have conducted 



yea* thi s consisted of purchase 

Han li cher Car e a na amctun i felon : £ 

this • into human wrists 



X have recovered the bailiffs, 

».<&, . - * . Jit LiT 



clailr# d egret 

• ^ > \ * *v 

to this extent 






ecyar koomss •'• 



YHrato & picmr, im 







?>>• 



examining other bullets at 
Of Virginia, i have talked with 

f“ Tff V ave T*W% 

And have testified to them on ii 

. .. . .- V.; .■■■"'■: . .v v - 1 1. - • - ' ■'-■• - ■•'•• :■:(:■ . 

points, yes. 



.on tna oasis .Of., .that,., you. consider 

-. v. ^ : ;;v . 

• . . 

a ballistics expert? 

■■■ ’ , . . * . „ . ■■■ , . ■■ : ■■ ■ s ” 

■X consider myself an expert in the 
• ballistic, as i have tE#a6i/ie< 



'Wwe yo* had or tha balliitt 



and l - would ■ .also '-'shoot thr^gh-Jh' 

: *:■ “ , ’ 13 T . tjs f I \ 

and rib, and catch 
cprcpare then, sir. The 
through the' wrists ' and- • 



IHETIUCH fc PICKETT, It; 



OOiiStTRKOKrs-SS 











governor Connally 

whereas .fmllets th*j| 
a nat trsss in which j 

, T hAt/t 



you, please? 



***** fe*Vo thow? 



» briefc^^ 



whi«h is down 



fiYM© 3 ?» ; 



Actually, your 
■ la th#se. 



1 have them 



1 * hir ^= *«> ha* a sight to gi 

* -V?.;; '• . ;* ’ - . ■ V'lK&t •- . ' *r-;K --v..* .'•' ' Y« i'AfxVEaSSk&J 



give *T^g 
th«. Jury if ! coula set 

















■■ V. 



r 

'iV.'r.f 



is t*x| J*f 



^v >5 



HR . DYKOKO 



I &ct- willing to hear test iaony 
’ **** 

£pir, but a man writing &&- 

/ \ 

<3oes not constitute t sains) 



tfou-iai* 



ipp 



If the State wants him to do that -- 



MR. ALCOCK: 



^Phi» ipE "in response to hvk 



Honor* 



HR. DYMONDs 



Anybody can copyright anything that lu 



unique and original* 



SHE COURT.* 



X think the Doctor can give you VjT*fc< 
ao answer and tell you 
what training he did have*' 



^ _ t 4 . " V ' - v -' r 



■ j'i' • ‘ ' : '‘'V *' r * •* * " ■ ■ .‘■"’.v • 

Training, yes. 



THE COURT ; 



Mil. DYIIO.’-TD : 




DYMCKD 



THS COURT 



* eli of your training without going 



fired into huraan wri#w/ ; * 
collecting the bullets, % 
ing, sir, ahia thiai* the 
x©«* 

I would like to shov.* 



vm COURT* 



C11 f<~ PtCKH’n , Inc. 












MU. DYMOND 



I thin!: 



of a ; one -hour 1 ec t ur a ' that you 



you yourself conducted. Xa''ti*li‘ 



self-tauahtlia^ 



••w.;> period- of. two., years, •■sir *r\ y 

i¥&" v -.3.- ■ ■ ■ ','i ,v -v»r- M 

Have you ever qualified a* a ballisl 
la any court in the country? "f 

... ... ■ - ,' 4 ' v- ; 

To the extant that I would identify^ 





1 



THE COURT 



mid aepead on the Judge whether os 

not you would have been . ^*eli«iad # 

"7 -» ’ 

it i«’' not what ; y. 
thinks he would 



:fef ?&%: ifip 

pi ’. rj 

” 1 



DYMOHD i 



JQ° 3?ou hold yourself out *«., a 

; , . r f 

port? ■ * * 






MPI 

Q Would you tell us the extea 
• J; ’• ■/. -f» photography* 

my training/** 

pose, when .1 was about 

X purchaeedor was giv* 

Mr* ■ ' ■ - . * ■ 

■ =■' ■■.,■. ■...;.?■•■ J| v . . , ?;v,i 

had aany caasras si^B 

S^; : . , .O. I i.C$ .f 

s| to a far range of ctMl 






* -• •■*• .i 

' 1 l ' "< ■*’: 



& PICKETT. lae. 







< % > i ? . 



jpifiis 
















suing th**ed«ral Go^, 
possession of that. f? 



5n * **w ftf the assassination? 

. ■ ■ •■:■-: ' ■:. ; .. - ' ' l,’: 

I am keenly nwar© of that, ai*. thaJ 

him from falling to tha 4 



»r« do yon Kncvt Whether or a* 
^affcat the shot, depicted- 

the gaprudar film fired/ 

; ‘ . *■ / ’ ( v H 

d« ntia 1 ■ Xi raausi n e- aggBin»ttt^ 



TLsCH k NOhE IT, I ; c . 







Within thoso three frames, yes 



Bo ye** know whether it was going 



at the time of the assassinotia**>v 












i-- - . , ' ■; 

il§f|§ 



Bw 







You are sure about that? 



It is demonstrated with the Zapruder film ifc 

“ . .* . YJk. 



did not, sir. 



And you did not take into account 8**y:o 



Uon or coead? ' 

t. assume it- did -not because the <^ker 

retained their relative positions* 



Are there any other assumptions upon which" y 

" t «■ ^^§4 4 J 

testimony has been based? 3r 

• >■- - g ;/ • - 

Not at the present time. You might drag out 

■ V'-/ ‘ 'Y, •-& - 1 

some that I am not aware of. - hi' 

Well, Doctor'/ it ‘ s your testimony, don’t 3*^%^ 
knew whether it v;as based on 

• ..‘a V \ 

Well, the sun striking the object •• • *• 

camera , I don’t know whether it tfras* • 



Kodaehrcrne film, I don’t know 



of the development , no, I 

... - aSffiT ; “ 

, ■ * - : --jv . j- al&Wt 

y «Wfe »pdodr.and dirodt|a» : 

1 ' s ' rrl- y9fegiBgigWWWM BMHi 

‘ '■- •' • v " . , ■ 

in Dallas at the: tisae-df dttwi* 

. • r.. ' ; •' , 

Frame IB? - ’' iii 







I will chang 



BY MR. DYHOilD 















fe'ij 






’■ -’-; ;•/! 



No* I haven * t 



BirffttCfi & PICKETT, Inc. 







-.-ste-.v 





name 



hxa dec t o ; 



hn-u ttiKcn this inco account. 

And from that you would conclude his reaction 
to pain, trauma, would be normal. ls 



that correct? 



Yes. 



was that the only information upon which that 



assumption- is based? 



Yes. 



Prior to November 22, 1S63, did you vfor- 



occasion to meat President John ftennldy? 1 ' 
I think i shook hands with hire, sir. -h 

EOw about Governor' ConnalXy* *' ‘ ^ ' 2!* 

Not Governor connally, x tried several times 
to get an appointment with Governor Cenasl 



and he rejected mu. 



Governor Connally rejected you, you say? 
Yes, he did not answer my letters. ‘ 0 *• 



Sow, Dr. Nichols, have you evejt 

ferences in thresholds, of 



some people being able to stand^or 

pern, .betieiv than' .ohfcerj *, : *- K - - 



^ -v-. ^’-‘i te well av/.r.re of that 

.. ’ " s • ■’ •• \ J . ?' • • ,J- VSm*** 

experiments on that myself 



UflillllCl! & Plf ’KH t jt\ hit , . o 



C®CST,8istflRTl;KS • SSfiYE I22» . * ; m f*MT 




***** ** 






itstspss 



Yes, ana I did so, I took that into agttnwt 

when i assumed the President was' i|t^po<3. . 
health and Governor Connally i? ; : ,ij 

state of good health, they, V ' 

toxica ted. --- 

- , ,.:.T >.. 

, ^v«pB ajpa i 

$ood health and intoxication, 

the only two factors that would have' any-, 
thing to do with the threshold of pain%; 
They are the two most important things. 

What other factors are there? ; 

Let me modify that and say they are the only- 
factors. 



What other factors did you have in mtnd? 

; .... ' * I gfimKH 

I have changed 
What did you mean when you 

two most important? , H 
I can * t think of anything now. • |§j 

You changed your mind, you say j 
At the present time, sir, X can 
hi one thing, as a matter 

J - ; . •*. 

..1 1 . t . . ■ j £ 

changes the threshold of j»a.ii 
health. " > 

'ifi&ttt- is the only one , right? ’ '^^9 

. r .. - P 









< 



w- -* vV *■ 

•.' 3 ® Vi ■ V 

IPs^-ir- *■ ' £ ;.«s 

--r- PV-HXM 






Let's assume you do not aeo the 

• vhat vould then be the fee*# «fi 

termining where the bullet rinfijin 



Fo see tivc -of .fcor.de r fire the s«o 



You would not want to examine the body a3t the 



victim? 



you aaka& oa the host, sir. 
















a PPiy "to a head v/ound 



with a high velocity rif 






.on o.:: 



or a mo -to gr a o' a 




a complete 



the victim 



Doctor, would you 



%t depends on who examines the body* 

and many occasions I 

tfh$a you. «sy who examinas the body, ar 

; ../"V'-if;! 

speaking from -the ' standpoint' o'£- jf 



I would 



nd : qual 



DIETRICH & PJCKKTT. It 



SUITE I Ml 



COURT REPORTtlS 










I m'j, 



Z take : it then.# sir, that assuming 

a determination wear* made hggij| 
gist of your ability and wjJb 
periemce, after having' 
aains of the victim, you wocij 

pute his findings on the b&si^i 

■ ; 'J .... I 01 M l §§ fi : \ v.L ’ ' . : ’ . | / j|||| 

* - photographic .evidence ■ such, as 

^ £ 

is that correct? 

t' 

^^ich C» se , in which partijpt^^l 

you 'spal&ing, mlxf 
tm%ny case. " ’ ! 



I . can,* t . talk . abou 



Mve ro k«ow an of the details 
' X*e, 1**6 net know 

I Would have to know the do fcai 
this other fellow, - * 
and skilled and honest. 

I- !V.V ; " *j§ 5 g| 

f Vscm© thing 



4 might} pic|‘*ito 



,M.o«ldn? t - 'M 









; gSg 



5 '%:*:• .»•*-- -;; >?• 



vaVT?, : &®& 



Diirnui 



Piosarrr, Inc. * cocar troyh raj; #’4ii^'Mai/'' : ;*' 



correct? 



I want to know the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth*' 

And you want to see whether your option ,4c 

■;.e 

correct. Isn't that right 
I would XiH® to confirm £t*X& 



MR. DYMOND: 



that’s all, sir. 



REDIRECT EXhMItTATIOK 



BY MR. OSER: 



Doctor, I show you what the #t»to 



as "S-IS,*’ and I ask you if' yoir hhv«;- ©’ 

.• .. •; .,. ■ ■" . ' .. 

seen this particular rifle beforo, js 4 r 

May I step' down from the witness • at^n^’‘* !: #i, 5 r i 



THE COURTS 



Yes, 



-./THE fflTJ^SS s . 

- May I refer to my notSfe r ||p 

10m court * , ...: • 1 ■ . 

YOU can refresh 



notes, hut you. 



ipin:. on 





w 



mi : * 



along about two months pro' 

• ■ ■“* ' , ~ s'.-' _ - ■ •■; ■ kt ife£i3i 

, , . . . ■ _ ‘ _ ' J" 

Sleeve# at - a price of 

'■ . '• .. ' • • ,•>•' - : . - ■■■ . ■ _ ; •, — . 

porch used at a price of $± 

l' - ■ ' ' t: ' : 

; * , ' * * * v‘Sl r >’^4 

mounted .for me at — lay a i 



Yes, I purchased this rifle from 



Smithy’s Gun Shop in Kansas City 
on' October* 10, 1968, sir, it Is r 



OSER s 



rifle, i own it. 



Q And: what type of gun is " thisah'-hog^^i^^^^^g 



■■■;■■. -.■■ -h. .. ' -• • *\ 

ft This is an Italian Army rifle* it is 

commonly known as a Man Xi char C&JteAA# '•* 

^"4iv- ^ •»• ' "L, ' &> * ^ •■- S'-:. 

' MflAr falib«t 6»3* 

' ■ h *- ^ ’< ‘ 

your, research and erpar^gi^i^ 

have occasion to use this* pytioippfi^p^;^ 

rifle in your research? ' ; 



Not this particular rifle, sir , 3 ' pit.' 



used six other rifles 



in my research, 



0 Will you identify the partictl^'.i^pol 



that is on tnat rifle. Doctor? 

3 ’; \ ’ "■'■'■ _ : ' V ?-. ' y.V • e S' fc' - ■'. 3 .^’ 

thi#;::scope # i porchasa&ii# . 4 #w 1 hi 

' • • -■•■ 4 ° "m. „ - .... - 





blued for uo at — by another firm. 




iianlicher 






33 ©.!) E® 

" 






'*■ , 



MR. OSER: 

That’s 

'■ .V ltBCROSS-EXftltI«l^«^r^ 

BY MR. DYMOUD : 

Q Doctor, are all Kanlicher Carcana Rifle# 

. Cr'r *' ;• . • _ • 

millimeters? 

A, no, sir, there are those that are 7.2 and t.S, 
and there is a toy gun that Mussolini 



*■ shoots blanks. 

MR. DYKOND : 

No further questions. 

THE COURT: \ 

$18 there afty further need for 
under his subpoena? 

MR.' OSER: 

No, 



_ . , : M»i ..... 

DIETRICH & NCKETT, Inc. • ow»*r WiCRTims * svoa ;?:r . 555 * vt 






I, the undersigned, a Deputy Official Court v 
Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana, authorised 
and empowered by law to administer oath*, and to take the 
depositions of witnesses under L.R.s, , 13iwi,l, as 
amended, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing 
deposition is true and correct as taken by me in the 
above — ent it led and numbered cause (s). 

I further certify that I 
me-*Wt*t** to any of the part 
anywise interested in the event thereof. 

NEVJ ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, on the 
19 ^ 



DEPUTY OFFICIAL 
STATE Q0 




